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Official Updates, information and contacts 

DfE Updated guidance: 
 Face coverings - The DfE on Monday, updated its guidance on face coverings in education. We 

know that this, together with the existing advice on this issue in the main operational guidance 
for schools, is causing huge confusion for leaders and families. 
In primary schools, the guidance is clear that children do not need to wear a face covering. It 
recommends that face coverings should be worn by staff and adult visitors in situations where 
social distancing between adults is not possible (for example, when moving around in corridors 
and communal areas). 
For secondary schools and colleges, however, the guidance appears to include contradictory 
requirements. On the one hand, it states that “the use of face coverings in recommended 
circumstances is one element of the system of controls and must be implemented in line with 
other guidance”. On the other hand, it also says that “this is guidance, not mandatory activity”, 
and that “this guidance does not create any new legal obligations”. 
This apparent contradiction is causing significant difficulties for schools and unions have raised 
this with the DfE as a matter of urgency. Last week, the department responded with the 
following statement “The schools guidance does not create any new legal obligations. You 
would have seen (from pg 11 of the schools operational guidance) there are some 
recommended circumstances with regards to face coverings, these are recommended for public 
health reasons as advised by Public Health England (PHE)”. 
In the absence, so far, of this clarity, ASCL advise members in secondary schools and colleges to 
make it clear to students and families that the use of face coverings (in indoor areas where 
social distancing can’t be maintained) is strongly encouraged, but not to mandate their use for 
students who choose not to wear them. 
You might also find it useful to see this new advice from ASCL policy specialists Tiffnie Harris 
and Margaret Mulholland on the use of masks in schools and colleges with pupils or staff who 
are deaf or hard of hearing. 

 Asymptomatic testing – vaccination priority? - Testing staff who work at sites 
for symptomatic members of the public, where assisted tests are carried out, are eligible to be 
prioritised for a vaccine as they are considered frontline healthcare workers for the purpose of 
the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation’s (JCVI’s) Phase 1 prioritisation. 
However, people working at sites for asymptomatic testing, including in education settings, are 
not considered frontline healthcare workers and therefore will not be eligible for vaccine 
prioritisation on that basis. 

 Asymptomatic testing – households - The Department of Health and Social Care 
announced over the weekend that, from Monday 1 March, households with primary school, 
secondary school and college age children, including childcare and support bubbles, can test 
themselves twice every week. Households, childcare and support bubbles of primary, 
secondary and college staff can also be tested. Twice-weekly testing will also be offered to 
adults working in the wider school community, including bus drivers and after school club 
leaders. More information is available here. 
Schools and colleges should not give test kits to parents, carers or household members and 
should not order more test kits for this purpose. Letters containing advice on where to access 
testing will be made available for schools to share with parents and staff shortly. 

 2021 grading – Unions are in ongoing discussions with the DfE, Ofqual and the exam boards 
about the forthcoming detailed guidance on grading in 2021. This guidance should be published 
before the Easter holiday. Unions are advising schools to wait for this detailed guidance before 
making any firm plans about how to formally assess students. On Friday, ASCL will be sharing 
some guidance from their Curriculum and Inspection Specialist, Tom Middlehurst, on actions 
schools and colleges can usefully take ahead of this guidance and actions which are best paused 
for now. 

 Year 11 and 13 attendance - Many members are asking about expectations on attendance for 
Year 11 and 13 students once their grades are submitted. In order to submit grades by the 
deadline of 18 June, it’s likely that most schools and colleges will need to complete assessments 
by May half-term, to leave time for internal quality assurance and the admin involved in 
submitting grades. There is therefore a question about whether Year 11 and 13 students will be 
expected to continue to attend school or college after May half-term, and if so what schools 
and colleges can most usefully do to support those students. Unions are seeking clarity on this 
from the government. ASCL are also interested in members’ views. Please let them know what 
you think should happen, using the TellUs@ascl.org.uk email, with the subject ‘Year 11 and 13 
attendance’. 

 Is your school or college thinking about running T Levels in the future? - The DfE has opened 
the registration process to deliver T Levels from 2023. You have until 30 July to register. All 
schools and colleges are eligible – irrespective of your Ofsted grade or previous experience of 
running vocational qualifications. However, if you are not presently rated as ‘outstanding’ or 
‘good’ then you can initially only offer T Levels in digital, construction, education and health or 
science. Full guidance is available here.  
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Sharing good practice 

News from Tower Hamlets and THEP schools: 
 

Further afield 
 Microsoft breach - schools urged to act - https://www.tes.com/news/exclusive-schools-urged-

act-after-microsoft-breach  

 Mental health and wellbeing resources - Mentally Healthy Schools by the Anna Freud National 
Centre for Children and Families, has put together a newsletter with back-to-school mental 
health resources for school staff, parents and carers. Download the resources here.  

 Supporting mental health trauma as schools reopen - https://www.tes.com/news/schools-
reopening-covid-mental-health-support-teachers-cope-covid-lockdown-trauma  

 Free mobile phone data for over-16s - https://www.tes.com/news/covid-online-learning-FE-
colleges-free-data-providers-offering-support-students  

 How are schools tackling transition in 2021? - https://www.tes.com/news/how-are-schools-
tackling-transition-2021  

 Great Secondary School History resources – www.mrthorntonteach.com/howto/  

 Using subtitles on tv to support children’s reading – www.turnonthesubtitles.org  

 World Afro Day for Schools - The Big Hair Assembly is back on 15 September 2021. The 
successful event will mark the 5th anniversary of World Afro Day, linking schools around the 
world in one giant livestream assembly. This is an educational event involving people from all 
backgrounds, joining together in a celebration of Afro hair, identity and equality. The assembly 
aims to change negative attitudes towards Afro hair into a positive force for inclusion. This is a 
Covid safe event, which can be adapted to be fully virtual. A free digital resource pack will be 
provided for teachers and young people, plus the assembly activities will include prizes for 
schools and individuals, guests, live interaction, spoken word, international Zoom Youth Panel, 
film competition, news and discussion and more. 
Sign up (scroll to the end) for the Big Hair Assembly and to receive the free resource pack, 
and watch this short film for more. 

 Innovative Leadership for Change at Scale - roundtable events 
ASCL in partnership with Apple Education invites members to take part in a series of roundtable 
discussion events exploring how innovative leadership can support change across the education 
system. Across these Zoom events, ASCL is bringing together leaders from a range of settings to 
facilitate conversations and provoke thinking about how we can work collaboratively to drive 
change across the education system. 
Please register to take part using the link below: 
Innovative Leadership for Change at Scale in the Special Sector 
Tuesday 9 March - 3.30pm 
Speakers: 
o Mary Rayner, Executive Director of SENDV, Cambridge Meridian Academies Trust 
o Margaret Mulholland, ASCL SEND and Inclusion Specialist 
o Phil Harrison, Regional Director, Shaw Education Trust 
o Marc Rowland, Pupil Premium and Vulnerable Learners Adviser, Unity Schools Partnership 

 Understanding T Levels for schools - ASCL is working in partnership with the Education and 
Training Foundation to offer free online workshops aimed at senior leaders, teachers and all 
other staff who need to understand the changing nature of vocational education in the sixth 
form phase. The workshops, which will be led by ASCL Post-16 and Colleges Specialist, Kevin 
Gilmartin, will enable delegates to understand how vocational policy has evolved to where it is 
now and how it is likely to evolve in the immediate future. In this fast-changing vocational 
landscape, the course will include the very latest updates from the government on T Levels 
implementation and planning. Workshops take place on:  
Friday 5 March 9am - 12pm 
Thursday 11 March 9am - 12pm 
Monday 15 March 9am - 12pm 
Tuesday 23 March 4.30pm – 7.30pm  
To find out more, click here. 

Current leadership thinking/key questions for this week 

 As school leaders, we are making so many decisions at the moment. It may have always been 
so, however, the current climate certainly means there is little experience or precedent we can 
draw on for many of these decisions. How then, do we get better at making good decisions as a 
team? Here are two articles that explore this theme: 
o How to make good decisions as a team - https://slack.com/intl/en-

gb/blog/collaboration/decisionmaking-process-
team?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=How+to+Make+Smarte
r+Decisions%20-%205409406  

o How to design teams that are better at decision making - 
https://qz.com/work/1268550/how-to-make-better-decisions-as-a-
team/?utm_source=convertkit&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=How+to+Make+Smart
er+Decisions%20-%205409406  
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THEP Support 

 Secondary Maths Network Meeting – 4th March 4.15-5.45pm  

 THEP Primary Teach Meet – 4th March 4.15-5pm (see attached flyer) 

 Primary RE Teachers’ Conference – 9th March 9-3pm  

 Drama for a Creative Curriculum – Half Moon Theatre – 9th March 9.30-11.30am 

 Continuing to Improve Early Reading – 10th March 4-5.30pm  

 Primary Art and Design CPD Network (THAMES) – 11th March 4-5.30pm  

 THEP Future Headteacher Programme Session 4 – 15th March 3-5pm 

 Secondary Geography Network Meeting – 16th March 4.15-5.45pm 

 SENCO and Inclusion Leadership Network Meeting – 17th March 4-5pm  

 Developing Independence in Working Scientifically (Primary) – Starts 18th March 1.30-4pm 

 Primary English Network Meeting – 18th March 4.15-5.30pm  

 Primary Maths Network Meeting - 18th March 4.15-5.30pm 

 Secondary Science Network Meeting – 18th March 4.14-5.45pm  

 THEP and LETTA TSA NQT Conference – 19th March – Please see attached flyer 

 Other shared resources and documents can be found here:  
http://www.the-partnership.org.uk/web/covid-19 

Headteacher well-being 

 THEP Headteacher leadership coaching programme – Please look out for a letter in the next 
week or so outlining plans for the Summer Term, 2021 and next academic year.  

Tower Hamlets Education Partnership 

Professional Development Centre, 229 Bethnal Green Road, Bethnal Green, E2 6AB 

 020 7364 6846           info@the-partnership.org.uk           www.the-partnership.org.uk           @_THEpartnership 
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